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SERMON 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 


RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR, 


— 


THE 
ALDERMEN, SHERIFEFS, | : 


THE 


COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONDON, 


AND. THE | 
CITY OFFICERS, 
ON WEDNESDAY, THE SEVENTH OF MARCH, 1798. 
BEING THE DAY APPOINTED. | 


BY HIS MAJESTY, 
To be obſerved as a General Faſt. 


— 


1 


By THE Rev» JOHN HUTCHINS, M. A. 


CHAPLAIN TO HIS LORDSHIP. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED BY" W. WILSON,. ST. PETER'S-HILL, DOCTORS'=COMMONS. 
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ANDERSON, Mavox. 


Tueſday the 20th Day of March, 1798, and in the Thirty-Eighth Year 
P the Reign of George the Third, King of Great-Britain, &c. 


IT 1s ORDERED, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 


Reverend 1 JOHN HUTCHINS, M. A. Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the Loxp-Mayos, for his excellent Sermon preached before this Courr, 


at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on Wedneſday the Seventh Inftant, being 
a Day appointed, by His MAIESTV's Proclamation, for a GENERAL FasT, 


- and that he be defired to print the ſame. 
RIX. 


ANDERSON, Mavox. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of 


Londm, on Tueſday the 27th Day of March, 1798. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend JOHN HUTCHINS, M. A. Chaplain to the Right Honourable 


the Loxp- Mayo, for his very excellent Sermon preached before his 
Loxpsxie, the ALDERMEN, SHERIFFs, and the MEMBERs of this Cor- 
PORATION, at the Cathedral Church of vr. Paul, on Wedneſday the Seventh 
Inflant, being a Day appointed, by his MajesTY's. Proclamation, for a 


GENERAL FAST, and that he be requeſted to print the ſame, and cauſe a 


Copy thereof to be ſent to every MEMBER of this Coux r. 5 
R IX. 
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ANDERSON, Mavonx. 


Tueſday the 20th Day of March, 1798, and in the Thirty-Eightk Year 
PF the Reign of George the Third, King of Great-Britain, &c. 


IT Is ORDERED, 

THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend 1 JOHN HUTCHINS, M. A. Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the Loxp-Mayos, for his excellent Sermon preached before this Courr, 
at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on Wedneſday the Seventh Inflant, being 
2 Day appointed, by His MAIEST 's Proclamation, for a GENERAL FasT, 
and that he be deſired to print the ſame. 
RIX. 


ANDERSON, Maron. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of 
Londm, on Tueſday the 217th Day of March, 1798. | 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 
| THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
- Reverend JOHN HUTCHINS, M. A. Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the Loxp- Mayos, for his very excellent Sermon preached before his 
LorpsHiyP, the ALDERMEN, SHERIFFs, and the MEMBERs of this Cor- 
PORATION, at the Cathedral Church of Ft. Paul, on Wedneſday the Seventh 
Infilant, being a Day appointed, by his MafES T's Proclamation, for a 
GENERAL FAST, and that he be requeſted to print the ſame, and cauſe a 
Copy thereof to be ſent to every MzM38 of this Coun. F 


RIX. 


Right Hon. JOHN WILLIAM ANDERSON, 
LORD MAYOR, 


' WORSHIPFUL THE ALDERMEN, 


THE 
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ISAIAH, CHAP, XXVI. VER. 9. 


WHEN THY JUDGMENTS ARE IN THE EARTH, THE INHABITANTS 
OF THE WORLD WILL LEARN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


— 


Tnar the government and preſervation of the world are 

under the controul of a ſuperintending power is a doctrine of 

the utmoſt importance : for, however ſerioufly we may believe 

the Almighty to be the Creator of mankind ; yet, ſhould we 
not acknowledge, at the ſame time, that he is 7nterefted in the 
' happineſs of his creatures, all the conſolations to be derived 


checks to an immoral life, fo neceſſary to the welfare of 

ſociety, will, in a great degree, loſe their influence, and the 

chief corner-ſtone of natural and revealed. Religion be torn from 

that baſis, on which it has firmly and effectually reſiſted for 
ages, the united efforts of ſcepticiſm and infidelity. 
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from the exiſtence of a Firſt Cauſe will be deſtroyed —all the 


(3 


Whenever the acts of creation and preſervation are rightly 


conſidered, they will be found to be inſeparably connected; for, 
if there be a ſupreme and eternal Cauſe who created all things, 
that ſame Cauſe muſt poſſeſs almighty power, unerring wiſ- 


dom, and boundleſs goodneſs, perfections eſſential to the God 
head, and beautifully and gloriouſly diſplayed in the govern- 


ment of the univerſe. To make a world, like the preſent, ſo 
admirably fitted for the ſupport and comfort of human nature, 
and then to abandon it ; to make reafonable beings moral agents, 
capable of being governed by laws, and endued with a ſenſe 
of good and evil, and to be afterwards regardleſs of their con- 


duct; is as irreconcileable to the principles of reaſon, as it is 


derogatory to the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Deity. What- 


ever. motives inclined the Almighty to create the world, will 


equally incline him to preſerve it, until the conſummation of 
all things. If he formed man, in his own image, to manifeſt 
his glory, and impart his happineſs, cauſes aſcribed: to him in 
ſacred Scripture, he can never be unmindful, whether or not, 


vice or virtue, W or GL prevail in the _ deſtined 
for his reſidence. | 


Such an idea of divine Providence ſeems to have been almoſt 
univerſally prevalent in all ages : the prayers which have been 
: red, 


4227 


( 11 ) 


- * 


offered, and the ſolemn appeals to heaven, incorporated in the 
annals of every civilized country, confirm this fundamental 
doctrine; and teſtify, that human nature poſſeſſes an internal 
witneſs of the agency of the Deity—toa ſtrong to be removed by 
the force of arbitrary power — too, well founded to be eraſed by 
the writings of a licentious age. 


As this doctrine is of the utmoſt conſequence to ſociety, it 
muſt be a peculiar ſatis faction to be aſſured, in the name, and 
by the word of the Almighty, that we have reaſon to re- 
joice in, and depend upon, his providential care. The page of 
Revelation directs us to regard his hand in every event that 
occurs; and to conſider ourſelves, and all things around us, as 
under his conſtant inſpection and government — #4 Whatever 
44 the Lord pleaſeth (faith the inſpired penman) that doth he 
in heaven and in earth, in the ſea, and in all dry places: 
“ he cauſeth the vapours to aſcend ; he maketh lightnings for 
rain, and bringeth them out of his treaſures : he ſendeth 
«© forth his commandment upon earth; his word runneth very 
„ ſwiftly : he giveth. ſnow like. wool, and ſcattereth his hoar- 


8 


* 


« froſt like aſhes; they do whatſoever he commandeth;“ and 


execute his will, whether they are ſent in mercy, or for cor- 
rection — for bleſſing, or for Jud * 


B 2 Whilſt 


; =) 


Whillt holy Seripture inculcates this FTIR it eſtabliſhes 
the Fatt, by tranſmitting to poſterity, in the moſt lively and 
impreffive manner, many remarkable interpoſitions of 'Provi- 
dence, carried through a long ſucceſſion of ages, to the 
aſtoniſhment and conviction of 'the reader, and in oppoſition to 
the combined force of human wiſdom and power. Tad vidual 
inſtances are apparent in the preſervation of Fofeph in the land 
vf Egypt — in the reſcue of Morderai from a proud and power- 
ful enemy and, in the delivery of Danis from the lion's den. 
Public inſtances are diſperſed throughout the whole hiſtory of 
the Jews, confidered as /a nation, where /extravrilinary inter- 
fetendes of Providence are frequently ſeen, reſouing that people 
from imminent danger, when human help had been long un- 
availing; and placing them in ſituations to which they could have 
| had no reaſonable ee ee ee ens exertions, or 

e er b. nee cl, : e ARuιν ẽ/“,ẽZe FOI; 14 


0 eee eines las h one, 'who believes it 
a Providence, van aſſert that the Almighty has not a peculiar 
cencern in che riſe and fall ef empires: it is what reaſon and 
obſervation lead a eonſiderate iind to acknowledge; antl it is a 
dectrine expreſsly declared in ſacred writ, where it is ſaid-that 
5+ God inereaſeth the nations; and deſtroycth them, and that he 
| 36 2 


{9 ) 


4 enlargeth ae them — At one time, he 
bieſſeth them, ſo that they are multiplied exceedingly; at 


another, „they are miniſhed and brought low, through | 


«6. oppreſſion and trouble. As on the one hand, when a king- 
© dotn/is-preſerved in peace and plenty from foreign wars, and 
domeſtic tumults— in the enjoyment of liberties and privileges, 
both civil and religious — and poſſeſſed of other advantages of 
public /profperity —the exiſtence and goodneſs of a divine Pro- 


vidente are to be acknowledged with gratitude ; ſo on the 


other hand, as it too often happens, when there exiſts among 
a people viſible marks of divine diſpleaſure when the ſword 
is drawn from the ſcabbard, and the horrors of war are ſpread 
and protracted — when foreign enemies have been ſuffered. to 
prevail, or domeſtic tyrants to rule with a rod of iron — 
when their deareſt rights have been torn from them, and they 
have not been able to reſt under their. own vine or ſig-tree: 
In theſe, and in ſimilar public calamities, the hand of God i 1s alſo 
to be acknowledged, with repentance, as ſending 6 judgments 
, into ee teach the iran righteouſneſs,” EH 


Public a N ine 2 bs confidered as 8 
ci and puniſhments ;. becauſe nations, in the aggregate, 
£4; be only fo rewarded or Pamilhed + the hillary of the Jews, 
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as a people, ſo frequently alluded to, becauſe! tranſmitted for 
our admonition, on whom the ends of the world are come, 


is an illuſtration of the fact. —Temporal bleſſings were promiſed 
them in caſe of obedience to the divine commands; and tem- 
poral evils were denounced againſt a violation of the Moſaic 
law. When religion and virtue flouriſhed, they were raiſed 
to an high degree of reputation and glory, and enjoyed every 
bleſſing which could ſecure and advance their public hap- 


pineſs ; but, when they revolted from the Supreme Being, 


and ſunk into general depravity, they became abje& and de- 
ſpiſed, were led from one captivity to another; and, at laſt, 
as a juſt puniſhment. for their national nn were given 


= prey to man ae 72-475 958 7 


Nor does ſacred Scripture alone teach us, that righteous- 
e neſs exalteth a nation, whilſt fin is a reproach,” a cauſe of 
ſhame and diſgrace to every people; by conſulting the 
hiſtory of mankind it will be ſeen, what tendency religion, 
juſtice, and temperance, have to preſerve the liberty and tran- 
quillity of a people, and to advance them in the eſteem of 
neighbouring powers: ſo long as theſe bulwarks of national 
proſperity exiſt, © the ſpear is turned into the ploughſhare, 


and the ſword into the pruning hook;“ but as ſoon as they 


are 


(x 


degraded and abaſed, by luxury and intemperance, by a diſſolute- 
neſs of morals, and a contempt of religion, the privileges, ſo 
ſhamefully abuſed, are withdrawn, and the judgments of 
4 the Lord are ſent into the 1 to teach the inhabitants 
a W 


To this diſgraceful cauſe muſt be attributed thoſe appearances 
of Providence, thoſe awful judgments, which, at preſent, 
afflict the earth, not confined, alas, to an individual country, 
but viſiting moſt of the nations in Europe. 


If we a to that KS; whoſe power and wealth had 
formerly ranked her the miſtreſs of the world, ' we ſhall find the 
aſſertion eſtabliſhed beyond contradiction: ©* Rome, ſhe who 


„ greatly glorified herſelf, and lived deliciouſly; who ſaid, 1 


« ſhall fit as a queen, and am no widow, and ſhall ſee no 
% ſorrow ;” — Rome, ſunk in licentiouſneſs and guilty plea- 
ſures, profeſſing the eſſence of religion, but knowing it only 
by name, with a form of godlinefs, yet deſtitute of it's power, 
groans under the rod of affliction. Trembling for the rueful 
conſequences of a calamitous war, ſhe preſents her treaſures to 


the bold invader, and ſues for protection to a people, whom, 


for ages, ſhe arbitrarily controuled, and from whom ſhe re- 
ceived a ſubmiſſive obedience to her will. 


Along 


| too legible to be miſunderſtood. 


LES 


Along the ſhores of the Mediterranean, whoſe eitios. have 
* for many a century, the ſtore-houſes of wealth and 
commerce, the judgments of the Lord” are equally viſible; 


having drank deeply of the cup of her pleaſures, they now 
drink deeply of the cup of her afflictions; : and, as they par- 


ticipated in her voluptuous engagements, they are now joint 
| TAN of divine „„ 


Paſog wg a country fertile hand n ee by 
a very . fruitful river, whoſe 'goodly heritage, alas! has been 
lon g the ſubject of contendin g powers, we advance to a nation, 


where the © judgments of the Lord” are written in characters 
In Holland, which owes her 
| exiſtence, as a nation, to the friendly ſuccours granted in 
ſeaſons of diſtreſs ; and which flouriſhed, in oppoſition to her 
envious neighbours, whilſt her citizens were faithful to their 
engagements, and regardful of religious obligations, we behold 


oppreſſion. The moſt opulent of her merchants are baniſhed, 
or their property. torn from them — her navy, which had often 
ſignilized itſelf in defence of her deareſt rights, is nearly de- 


ſtroyed her Prince, ſheltered in an hoſpitable kingdom, has 


been a melancholy ſpectator of his country's ruin; and, at a 


diſtance 


the lamentable effects of domeſtic commotion, and foreign 


1 


(00 F 
diſtance from the. ſtorm, a mournful obſerver of the effects of 
a ſuperintending Power, exerciſed for the puniſhment of 


national guilt. 


- To what a ſtate of licentious debaſement and impiety- France 
had arrived, before judgments were ſent into her departments, 

is generally known. At the ſame time that ſhe is the inſtru- 

ment of national afflictions, ſhe feels, and has, for a very 


long period, ſeverely felt the hand of chaſtiſement : her mo- 


narch and his family have been nearly cut off —her churches 


prophaned — her treaſures diſſipated — her public edifices, either 


deſtroyed, or converted to uſes highly diſgraceful, and foreign 
to the intention of their founders — her liberties, ſo much 


boaſted of, invaded —her trade ruined — her young men inured 


to rapine, and flain by the r her land filled with 
% weeping, lamentation, and woe.“ 


Leaving her diſtracted provinces to the guidance of that 


ſovereign Power, who putteth down one nation, and ſetteth 


accordiug to his pleaſure; let us cloſe the 
melancholy review, by turning to a country, long favoured 
with the peculiar providence of the Almighty, and which lies, 
at this period, under grievous and alarming afflictions. In 
0 . theſe 


% up another, 


«Cw ) 


| theſe kingdoms, many awful inſtances of divine diſpteafure 
may be obſerved : the fears of a wide fpreading famine ſearcely 
obliterated from the memory — that ſudden pauſe to public 
credit, which raiſed ſo general an alarm, but which, by wiſe 
precaution, has been in a conſiderable degree removed—our 
national burthens encreaſed to an unprecedented weight — the 
infults of a deſperate ſet of men, who have portioned for the 
adventurer, our fields, our treafures, and the goodly edifices 
of our anceſtors — the continued threats of a formidable in- 
vaſion, which have called for exertions unknown in the annals 
of our exiſtence, and manifeſted the neceſſity of all deſcrip- 
tions of ſociety coming forward, as they have ſo liberally done, 
in defence of their King, their Religion, and their invaluable 
Conſtitution, ought to be looked upon, by every confiderate 

mind, as national and awful judgments, exiſting as the puniſh- 

ment of our ſins, and remaining among us, as incitements to 
reformation of life. 


Paidful as it is to enumerate theſe living facts, it is ſtill 
more ſo to acknowledge what little effect the chaftifements of 
the Lord have had on the inhabitants of this land; their na- 
tural eonſequence 1s pointed out by the Prophet in our text, 
that the people, on whom they fall, 4 ſhould learn righteous- 


« neſs,” 


(9 I. 


44 neſs.” But although we have been called upon, for ſeveral 
preceding years, to obſerve a ſolemn faſt, and to humble our- 
ſelves before Almighty God; although our ſituation was never 


more critical and alarming, it is to be feared, that we have not 
corre&ed our evil propenſities, nor reſiſted, to any effectual * 
pole, the temptations and 1 of vice. 


What reaſon there is for making the aſſertion will be eafily 
ſeen from a brief retroſpect of the morals of the preſent age. 
If we obſerve the conduct of the higher orders of ſociety, from 
| whence the manners of every other claſs, in a great degree, are 
formed, we thall perceive it under the moſt criminal and de- 
grading influence. Notwithſtanding the earneſt exhortations 
for a due obſervance of the ſabbath, which have been lately 
made, from ſenſe of piety, and under the ſanction of the 
divine 'precept, are the temples of the Deity better filled, or 


the places of public reſort leſs numeroully attended? Ts the 


gameſter, after public expoſure, baniſhed from the circles of 
poliſhed life? Or, do the heavy penalties of a virtuous jury, 
or the manly eenſures of an upright Judge, compel the adul- 
terer to withdraw from ſociety, or moderate His W 
_ paſſions? | 


— —— — — — ——ñ—— — — — — — 


(20) 
In the next claſs, we behold the fatal tendency of theſe per- 
nicious examples; and how correctly the depravity of the 
Peer is affected by his inferior in rank. Little is now left of 
that attractive plainneſs of manners, and purity of conduct, 
which dignified former times, and made Britiſh merchants ſo 
truly reſpected ; they too commonly adopt the faſhions, and 
imitate the vices of the great; whilſt their fortunes are im- 
paired, their principles are relaxed, and their hearts are cor- 
rupted : the conſequences of this ſervile imitation are ſuch as 
are daily felt—the induſtrious manufacturer often is completely 
ruined by their extravagance; and thoſe, who depend upon 
them for education and ſupport, are thruſt into the world 


without a guide or protector; in a worſe condition than a veſſel 
at ſea, without a ſtar to ſteer by, or an anchor to hold it faſt. 


Nor do the manners of thoſe, whom Providence has con- 
ſigned to the humble walks of life, afford a leſs melancholy 
picture; they have learnt from their ſuperiors to defy the 
Almighty, and prefer their pleaſure, or their idleneſs, to their 
ſalvation: many, many hours, on which the calls of induſtry 
have no claims, which ought to be dedicated to the ſervice of 
God, and domeſtic concerns, are either ſpent with the drunkard, 
or conſumed with the harlot: in thoſe deteſtable places, the 

| the 
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ſeeds of infamy are firſt ſown ; by evil communications they 
are afterwards nouriſhed, and continue to ſhed their baneful 


influence on ſociety, until they are cut down by the hand of 
the Legiſlator, or fall victims to the juſtice of God. 


Why the evils, this day deprecated, have been ſo long con- 
tinued among us, is from this circumſtance : that the judg- 
ments of the Lord have not taught the inhabitants of our-land 
righteouſneſs. In a ſituation then ſo truly alarming, and fo viſibly 
marked with divine diſpleaſure, ſhall we endeavour to remove 
the chaſtiſements, under which we labour? Shall we apply 
the means God has declared will prevail with him to withdraw 
his afflicting hand? Or ſhall we purſue the ſame line of con- 
duct, which if perſiſted in, will, as it has done before, prove | 
deſtructive to our political exiſtence ? 


Upon the adoption of proper meaſures — upon unfeigned re- 
pentance and amendment of life, a change will aſſuredly take 
place, equal to our moſt ſanguine expectations: Whenever 
12 (ys the Almighty, by his Prophet Jeremiah), I ſhall ſpeak 


« concerning a nation and kingdom to pluck it up and deſtroy 


« it; if that nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evil, which I thought 
cc to 
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and armies ; inſpired their leaders with wiſdom and courage, 
and given intrepidity and focial affection to our men, when 


— r 
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4 to do unto them: And whenever I ſhall ſpeak concerning a 


A 


kingdom to build and to plant it; if it do evil in my fight, 
aud obey my voice, then I will repent of the SW where- 
% with 1 ſaid 1 W benefit them.“ | 


Bleſſed, therefore, be God for this gracious conſolation, 
under the black clouds which menace our kingdoms ! Bleſſed 


be his holy name, for pointing out the means, by which we 


may remove the impending evil, and calm the convulſed ſtate 
of our afflifted country! Although every effort has been hi- 
therto unſucceſsful, let us not deſpair ; the way is marked out 
for internal peace, and national glory. God, we know' by 
experience, hath not forgotten to be gracious ; but hath fhewn, 
on recent occaſions, a diſpoſition to heal our wounds : in a very 
evident manner, he has protected us from ſecret conſpiracy, 
and open violence — he heard our prayers for plenty, and 


timely removed our fears, by an abundant harveſt — in three 


fignal inſtances, he hath recently gone forth with our fleets 


the enemy had ſown tares among the wheat, and looked for 


the deſtruction of our navy a mighty tempeſt diſperſed the 
formidable armament, which attem pted to invade our ſiſter 


kingdom ; 


. 
kingdom; and ſhould another attempt be made, on this 
iſland, we truſt the interference of Providence will be equally 
confpicuous ; as we ſhall fight, in ſuch a caſe, for the inde- 
| pendence of our country, and for the maintenance of every 
ordinance eſſential to the well-being of man, we pray, we 
hope, we humbly expect, that he will ſtrengthen our hands, 
invigorate- our minds, and enable us courageouſly to oppoſe, 


and happily to prevail againſt their malicious deſigns. 


* 


The only way to acknowledge, acceptably, the mercies al- 
ready vouchſafed, and to preferve our country from its im- 
pending danger, is, by an immediate return to duty: indeed, 
by neglecting God, we ſhall not only rank as a very ungrate- 
ful people, but be inſtrumental in accelerating our utter de- 
ſtruction. As we have all an intereſt in the preſervation of our 
country, let us all ſeriouſly unite in the object of the day 
humble ourſelves before the Almighty—declare how unworthy 
| we are of the leaſt of his favours and · bring forth the fruits 
of repentance.” | 


Leet us alfo fervently intreat the Author and Giver of every 
good gift, for the ſake, and through the merits of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, to avert what we reaſonably fear, and grant 
what we humbly implore—to continue to be merciful to theſe 


kingdoms. 


( 24 ) 
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kingdoms — and to bleſs and preſerve our gracious Sovenigu== 
to direct his counſels —and inſpire all, who have the r manage- 
ment of our national concerns, with ſuch true wiſdom, piety. 
and zeal for the common good, that their endeavours may tend 


to promote the glory of God, and the tranquillity and eſſential 
intereſts of this nation. 


— 


Such a Faſt will anſwer the deſign, which the * judgments 
of the Lord” were intended to effe&, ** will learn the in- 
e habitants of this land righteouſneſs.” Such a faſt will prove 
that we are impreſſed with a proper ſenſe of divine diſpleaſure ; 
and that we acknowledge, what no good man can deſire to 


forget, that there is a ſuperintending Providence, by whom 


Kings rule, and Princes decree juſtice. Such a conduct will 
be more beneficial to our private and. political exiſtence, than 


encouraging unreaſonable clamours for liberty, too frequently 


for the purpoſes of licentiouſneſs and confuſion : for it will 
lead to a juſt and wiſe improvement of the many reſources we 
have ſtill left —it will, when all other efforts are unſucceſs- 
ful, make and preſerve us, what is, or ought to be, the wiſh 
and endeavour of every BRITON —a free—a flouriſhing —and 
Sr 
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a religious People. 
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